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Rick Faulkner, Chairman of The 
Beacon Board of Advisors, with 
wife, Brenda

More than 130 guests celebrated OAR’s 36th anniversary and recog-
nized OAR volunteer award winners on May 23, 2007 at the Waterford 
at Fair Oaks in Fairfax. The theme for the evening was “Reaching Out, 
Giving Time, Changing Lives,” exemplifying the nature of what OAR’s 
extraordinary volunteers do as they serve our community. (See page 3 for 
a complete list and photos of award winners.)

OAR’s 97 volunteers contributed over 6,000 hours of service, valued 
at more than $120,000 in Fiscal Year 2006.

In addition to volunteers, attendees included OAR Board members, 
OAR staff, elected offi cials, and leaders from federal, state, and local 
government and community agencies.

Keynote Speaker, the Hon. Gerry Connolly, Chairman of the Fair-
fax County Board of Supervisors, praised the volunteers’ contributions to 
community safety and Christopher Connolly, OAR Board Chairman, 
provided closing remarks noting how important OAR’s volunteers are to 
the success of OAR’s mission. 

The evening’s Emcee, Sharrane Morton, host of “It Takes A Vil-
lage,” on Cable Channel 8, presented the awards and observed that OAR 
volunteers give hope and inspiration needed to rebuild lives.

The highlight of the evening was the stories and refl ections offered 
by the award winners along with special remarks from two former OAR 
clients, Irvin Coleman, Jr. and Henri DeCarlo, who both thanked OAR’s 
volunteers and staff for helping to change their lives. Mr. DeCarlo also 
read his moving poem, “Things Don’t Change, I Just Did,” which can be 
found on page 2.

Reaching Out, Giving Time, Changing Lives
Celebrating OAR’s Special Volunteers and Outstanding Contributor

Henri DeCarlo comments on help 
he received from OAR and  from 
volunteer mentor, David Scarr.  
Mr. DeCarlo also read an original  
poem; see page 2

Irvin Coleman, Jr. offers his
insights about particpating in 
OAR’s Responsible Fatherhood 
program

Board of Supervisors Chairman Gerry Connolly 
(right), keynote speaker,  with OAR Executive 
Director, Derwin Overton

OAR Board Chairman
Christopher Connolly and
Sharrane Morton, Emcee 
for the evening and host of 
“It Takes a Village” on Cable 
Channel 8
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Celebrating OAR Volunteer Spirit
Reaching Out, Giving Time, Changing Lives

Acknowledgments for the May 23, 2007 “Community That Cares” 
Awards and Recogniton Reception: OAR salutes all its exceptional volun-
teers for their efforts in making our community a better place. All pictures 
in this edition of ONBOARD, except that of June Chalou on the opposite 
page, were taken by photographer Wilbert Shaw. OAR thanks Mr. Shaw for 
his work, and extends additional thanks to: Greg Byrd and Guests for their 
musical presentations and to Mary Jane Cobb Reyes, President of WESI Tax 
Service for her generous donation of door prizes.

Greg Byrd and Guests  

OAR Board of Directors members Yudy Wiley (left, 
withdaughter Hope) and Melodie Baron

Beacon 
Board of 
Advisors 
member 
Maryanne 
Yergovich 
(left) and 
Rima Eid, 
OAR staff

Special guest speaker Irvin S. Coleman, Jr. 
standing, left, with (l-r) his son Irvin S. Coleman, III, 
his mother, Alice Coleman, and his father,
Irvin S. Coleman, Sr.

Michael 
Malovic OAR’s 

2005 Volun-
teer Mentor 
of the Year 

award winner  

Lt. Col. 
Paul 

Maltagliati, 
Sheriff’s 

Offi ce, 
and Jewel 

Mikula, 
Shelter 
House 

Executive 
Director 

Things Don’t Change...I Just Did!
by Henri DeCarlo (Copyright 2007)

I woke up in my cell with pain and hurt
Seemed like the whole world turned its back on me...

even my family treated me like dirt

Got released with no hope...How can i cope?
Shattered dreams, one pair of shoes and a tattered shirt

Whats gonna prevent me from hustlin again...returning to the
streets and puttin in some work?

Flirted with thoughts of gang bangin
Should I take that path to the gallows and fi nd myself hangin?

Sang songs of self destruction...
I was born into a lifestyle...we condoned corruption!

Life was led quick fast and in a hurry...with no interruptions!

Now i’m being funneled through the system...an everlasting 
rotation

I gotta report to this place called OAR...i fi gured it was just 
another hoop i had to jump through while I’m on probation

With my back against the wall, i was destined to fall...
No one to call...too weak to walk...too weak to crawl!

I’m a broken man without a plan...
Can’t stand myself...So how can I stand?

But in the mist of my self pity, i was given a hand...

Why was Heather and Mouly trying to help me?
I was lookin for the catch..cuz in my world ain’t nothin free!

But they treated me like a man, then i was able to see...
That the only thing hindering me was the enemy in me!

I got a job in less than a week...
Shoes for my feet...

Food on the table...and a shirt on my back...
I ain’t gotta be a stick up kid no more...

Today...i ain’t gotta slang crack!

Today I’m a positive memeber of a fallen society...
With ten years of sobriety...

I’m a good father...and a damn good son...
I see fl ashing lights today...and i ain’t gotta run!

I refuse to be last, when i know i can win!
I’m a positive BLACK MAN! Express my anger with my pen!

Wake up every morning with a smile on my face...
Cuz i’m in a better place!

Made it through the struggle...the pain and strife...
With my life!

My life is all i have...My Art...My Pen...My Pad!

I’ll strive to be the best...even when i’m not treated equal...
One life...One death...ain’t no sequel!

No more worries about another prison bid...
CUZ...

Things Don’t Change... I just DID!

Special guest speaker and poet Henri DeCarlo, left, 
with OAR Board of Directors member Bill Roche. Mr. 
DeCarlo’s poem is at left. 

L-R: OAR Volunteer , David Scarr, Gert Scarr and 
Charles Cox
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OAR’s Volunteer Program Merits Award
OAR of Fairfax County’s Volunteer program was recog-

nized when Volunteer Fairfax hosted the 15th Annual Fairfax 
County Volunteer Service Awards at a breakfast ceremony 
at the McLean Hilton in Tyson’s Corner on April 24, 2007. 
The event honored individual volunteers, families, volunteer 
programs, civic associations, school volunteers and corporate 
employees for their countless hours of service. 

To mark the special day, the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors declared the day, Fairfax County “Volunteer Rec-
ognition Day.” 

Volunteer Fairfax established the Fairfax County Service 
Awards in 1993 as a community-wide celebration of contribu-
tions volunteers make to the quality of life in Fairfax County. 
Over the past 15 years, Volunteer Fairfax has recognized more 
than 1,400 residents and businesses for the positive impact 
they have made to our community. On hand to accept the 
award on behalf of OAR were Fran Furman, OAR’s volunteer 
coordinator, and OAR volunteer Linda Rule. 

OAR’s volunteer program has more than 10 different 
volunteer opportunities including serving as mentors for 
inmates, assisting with educational classes including life skills, 
parenting, anger management, and fi nancial planning. At the 
OAR offi ce, volunteers help formerly incarcerated persons by 
providing clothing, bus tokens, food vouchers, and follow-
up on long-term needs such as shelter and employment. 
Volunteers also co-facilitate an 18-week “Violence Interven-
tion Program,” which more than 75 % of clients successfully 
complete. 

Volunteers also staff the desk in the lobby of the Adult 
Detention Center during jail visiting hours, inform the visi-
tors of the resources  available to them, advise families of 
OAR’s Family Support Group and help with fundraising, 
and holiday food and gift collection. In FY 2006, nearly 100 
volunteers completed more than 6,000 hours through OAR’s 
volunteer program.

To fi nd out more about OAR’s volunteer opportunities call Fran Furman at 703-246-3055.
OAR regularly needs enthusiastic, helpful volunteers to staff the offi ce reception desk. Call Fran for details. 

2007 Award Winners
June Chalou of Falls Church, Volunteer of the Year Award

Dr. James Bennett, George Mason University, The William Sandweg Award for Exceptional Support 

Barbara Tate, of Woodbridge, New Volunteer of the Year Award

Elancia Felder of Fairfax, Marjorie Ginsburg Award for Outstanding Work with Family Members

The Beacon Board of Advisors, The Nancy Cornelius Award for Outstanding Leadership and      
Support in the Criminal Justice Community

In addition to the above, Special Recognition  went to the following former members of the Board of Directors who 
were recognized for their volunteer service to OAR of Fairfax County: Roxanne Boggiano, John Canova, Alane Pera-
gallo, Don Swift and Major James Whitley.  Special recognition also went to the following groups and individuals for 
their support of OAR’s programs: St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church Outreach and Claire Hoagland, St. Mark’s 
Catholic Church, St. Anne Episcopal Church, Junior Girl Scout Troop 6090, and Carol Nibbelin.

Barbara Tate of Woodbridge, Outstanding New 
Volunteer of the Year Award Winner

June Chalou, of Falls Church, 
Volunteer of the Year Award Winner

Elancia Felder (right), 
of Fairfax, recipi-
ent of the Marjorie 
Ginsburg Award for 
Outstanding Work 
with Family Members 
is congratulated by 
the evening’s Emcee, 
Sharene Morton 
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Family Support Group: Every 1st and 3rd 
Thursday at the OAR offi ce, 7-9 p.m. Call 
OAR at 703-246-3033; or e-mail:
familysupportgroup @oarfairfax.org.
Volunteer Training: Contact Fran Furman 
at 703-246-3055 for a schedule; or e-mail: 
ffurman@oarfairfax.org

Non-profi t
Organization
US Postage

PAID
Fairfax, VA

Permit NO. 6173

Our a new United Way/CFC 
number is: 60929

OAR of Fairfax County, Inc.

Annual Report and Financial Statement available 
on our web site:  

http://www.oarfairfax.org/News.htm
Or call 703-246-3033

E-mail: info@oarfairfax.org

Calendar

It’s now easier than ever to donate to 
OAR from our web site. First visit: www.
oarfairfax.org.

Next, click on the 
DONATIONS bar at the 
top of the page. You will 
be directed to the Donations page. Once 
there just click on the “Network for Good” 
icon shown at left.  You can use your credit 
card to make a secure contribution directly 
to OAR through the PayPal system. 

OAR’s Wish List
Friends of OAR also often ask us about 

other ways they can support OAR’s mission 
other than cash donations. In-kind help is 
always appreciated. To see our current wish 
list, check out the DONATIONS page at 
www.oarfairfax.org for the details. 

On-Line Donations...
...The Easy Way

OAR recently received the following grant 
awards:

The Shepherd’s Gate:  $2,250
To support community service projects in OAR’s 
Impact of Crime program. These restorative 
justice projects are carried out by inmates who 
complete the Impact of Crime classes. Shepherd’s 
Gate is a small grant program to benefi t com-
munity-based organizations and is sponsored by 
Good Shepherd Catholic Church in Mt. Vernon

Northrup Grumman Employees Charity
Organization: $2,000
To support Transitional and Family Services’ 
emergency assistance fund.

New Faith Community Donor: 
We thank Trinity Presbyterian Church, Hern-
don,  for its recent donation toward general sup-
port of our mission.

Funding news....

The United Way of National Capital Area (UWNCA) 
has adopted a new Combined Federal Campaign 
(CFC) numbering system.

The federal Offi ce of Personnel management has cre-
ated a new fi ve digit code for all local, national, and 
international charities for all United Way campaigns 
which is now in effect.

OAR of Fairfax County’s new CFC number is: 60929.

Please use this new number if you particpate in the 
CFC or donate through United Way.

BUSINESSES
SUPPORTING OAR

Greg Byrd
Musical

Entertainment
www.Gregbyrd.com
gregbyrd33@aol.com

Photos by 
Wilbert

photosbywilbert@gmail.com

WESI
 TAX 

SERVICE
Mention OAR & receive 

a $25.00 discount

www.wesitaxservice.com

wesi@verizon.net

Volunteer Opportunity
We’re looking for friendly, enthusiastic, 

and helpful volunteers to staff the offi ce 
reception desk. Call or e-mail Fran for de-
tails. Tel. 703-246-3033. E-mail: ffurman@
oarfairfax.org.

 WE HAVE A NEW
UNITED WAY NUMBER: 

60929
10640 Page Avenue

Suite 250
Fairfax, Virginia 22030

Tel: 703-246-3033
Fax: 703-273-7554
info@oarfairfax.org
www.oarfairfax.org
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